278.   A RETROSPECT

[December 23,

Never since taking up the editorship of Young India have I,
though not being on a sickbed or in a prison, been unable to
send something for Toung India or Navajwan, as I was during my
stay in London.

The uninterrupted series of engagements keeping me awake
till over midnight made it physically impossible for me to write
anything for these journals. Fortunately, Mahadev Desai was with
me and though he too was overworked, he was able to send a full
weekly budget for Toung India.

Nevertheless the reader will expect me to give my own im-
pressions of the London visit.

Though I approached the visit in fear and trembling, I am
not sorry for having gone there. It brought me in touch with the
responsible Englishmen and women as also with the man in the
street. This experience will be of inestimable value in future,
whether we have to put up a fight again or not. It is no small
matter to know with whom you are fighting or dealing.

It was a good thing that Muriel Lester, the soul of Kingsley
Hall settlement, invited me to stay at her settlement and that I was
able to accept the invitation. The choice lay between Kinglsey
Hall and Mr. Birla's Arya Bhavan. I had no difficulty in making
my choice nor had Mr. Birla. But great pressure was put upon me
by Indian friends, and that naturally, to stay at Arya Bhavan.
Experience showed that Kingsley Hall was an ideal choice. It is
situated among the poor of London and is dedicated purely to their
service. Several women and some men, under the inspiration of
Muriel Lester, have dedicated themselves to such service. Not
a corner of the big building is used for any other purpose. There
is religious service, there are entertainments, there are lectures,
billiards, reading-room, etc., for the use of the poor. The in-
mates live a life of severe simplicity. There is no superfluous furni-
ture to be found in all that settlement. The inmates occupy tiny
rooms called cells. It was no joke to accommodate five of us in
that settlement. But love makes room where there is none. Four

1 The date is inferred from the entry under this date "Diary, 1931".

432